TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES PLANNING COMMISSION

NOVEMBER 9, 2010

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Scott, Walworth, Spencer, Tomlinson, Thompson, King and Goossen

Absent:  None

Others:  Briggs, Grobbel

Audience:  4

1. Meeting convened at 7:30 PM.

2. Agenda content was approved.

3. Announcements:  1. Mr. King and Mr. Walworth were both reappointed by the Board at their last meeting for a three year term.  Congratulations!  2. FYI:  The building was accidentally left open after last month’s meeting.  Please make sure if you are the last one out that the building is secure.  3.  N. W. Michigan Council of Government is asking for nominations for the 2011 N.W. Michigan Planning Awards.  4.  N.W. Michigan Council of Government will host a workshop taught by Michigan State on “Planning for the New Economy” to be held in Charlevoix on December 6th or Traverse City on December 9th.  If interested, see the clerk for registration.  5.  Walworth commented on the 3rd CD from the N. W. Michigan Council of Government Development Guidebook.  He was “under whelmed” but encourages other to review.  The next CD is about Agricultural Areas.
4. Motion by Walworth to approve the minutes of October 12, 2010 as prepared was seconded and passed 7-0.

5. Concerns of the Public:  There were none.

6. The Public Hearing is opened at 7:38 PM.  Scott reviewed the history of this Ordinance, which the Planning Commission began work on approximately 8 months ago, the goal being to create an Ordinance with the caregiver as a home occupation.  This is the finished product.  When asked for comments from the audience, there were none.  With that, the Public Hearing was closed at 7:40 PM.

7. Discussion of the Medical Marijuana Ordinance.  After discussion by the Commission, the Motion by Tomlinson to approve Version 7 with tonight’s additions to be forwarded to the County for their review was seconded by Thompson and passed 6-1 roll call vote, with Walworth casting the nay vote.  Briggs will see that the Ordinance is forwarded to the County.  Spencer wished to clarify that this Ordinance has nothing to do with the sale of medical marijuana.  It has to do with “Use”.  There will be clarification needed over the next several years regarding this issue.  
8. Site Plan Review.  The Commission continues work on Version 1, beginning on page 9, 18.07 and continuing to the end on page 19.  Grobbel will incorporate tonight’s comments and forward the revised version to the Commission for next month’s meeting.  Tomlinson asked Grobbel to explain his approaches to Village Zoning.  Grobbel referred to the set district and the overlay approach, which can be restrictive.  An alternative approach is the form-based approach, like the examples sent from Leelanau, which is more visual and intended to be easier.  He will have more on these options in the future.  
9. Concerns of the Public:  There were none.

10. Concerns of the Commission:  There were none.

11. Election of Officers:  Motion by King to nominate Lee Scott for Chair is seconded by Walworth and passed 6-0.  Motion by Thompson to nominate Jim Walworth for Vice Chair is seconded by Spencer and passed 7-0.  The Motion by Tomlinson to nominate Jessica Thompson for Secretary is seconded by Scott and passed 7-0.  Congratulations to the new officers!

12. With no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 9:30 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

